
                                                                                                                    
 
 

April 23, 2009 

The United States Department of State and the Government of the Republic of Korea’s 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade are pleased to announce the creation of an innovative 
public diplomacy program called WEST (Work, English Study, and Travel). The WEST 
Program is designed to provide highly-qualified Korean university students and recent 
graduates the unique opportunity to enter the United States for up to 18 months in order to 
study English, understand American business practices and culture, and participate in an 
internship with an American host company. 

WEST is a strategically important program designed to create greater collaboration between 
the United States and the Republic of Korea by building future leaders who have experience 
with and exposure to both cultures.  The US Department of State and the Republic of 
Korea’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade strongly encourage American host 
organizations and Korean companies with operations in America to participate in the WEST 
program by providing meaningful internship opportunities. 

The WEST students have been carefully selected by their Universities and the Republic of 
Korea based on their academic records, personal attributes, and motivation.  They have a 
variety of academic and professional experiences, including business administration, 
finance, engineering, law, IT, tourism, design, advertising, trade, media and the arts.  The 
WEST students are excited to contribute their talents to host organizations and benefit from 
a formative professional experience. 

Host organizations will be recognized by the US Department of State in press releases and 
on both www.state.gov website and www.mofat.go.kr for their participation in the WEST 
program.  We appreciate your support of this important cultural exchange opportunity.    
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